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• I am a Global Talent Sourcing Trainer 
and have trained global teams from 
Seattle to Sydney to be better sourcers
of Talent 

• I am still active in the sourcing space 
and look forward to being more 
involved this year

• This has been keeping me very busy: 
https://academy.vanessaraath.com/

• I currently work from home in 
Johannesburg, South Africa and my 
superpower is my ADHD 😜

Who am I?
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https://academy.vanessaraath.com/
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My Side Hustles

• International 
Keynote Speaker

•Budding Wildlife 
Photographer
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My Sourcing Philosophy
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To be a great Sourcer of Talent, 
you need to master the 
following…

1. Have a solid digital footprint with an 
awesome online brand. You need to have 
established your online credibility.

2. You need to be able to find candidates 
that no one else can find.

3. You need to be able to compose a 
compelling message that passive Talent 
will respond to. 
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https://www.facebook.com/groups/thetalenthunters



@Van_Raath

Boolean and X-ray Searches, 
your new BFFs
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Before we begin, let’s go Fishing
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What is Boolean?
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Mister George Boole

• George Boole, born in 1815, a British 
mathematician, logician & philosopher whose 
work served as the basis for modern computer 
science

• He has been called the ‘Father of the 
Information Age’

• A Shoemaker’s son, he became a Teacher at the 
age of 16 despite lacking any formal education
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Does the Role Description give us all the Information that we need? 
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Must Haves vs Nice to Haves
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Boolean Fundamentals
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CFO AND Sydney –

will find a CFO living in Sydney

AND 
– Used to combine 

multiple search terms 
to narrow down results
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(CFO OR Accountant): 

will find a CFO or an 
Accountant

OR / |
– (Must be in CAPITALS) 

used to broaden a 
search to include either 

search parameters
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Most Keywords will have a synonym
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(“Sales Manager” OR 
Salesman) AND (Johannesburg 
OR Pretoria) 

– will find a Sales Manager or 
Salesman living in 
Johannesburg or Pretoria

()
– Put similar search 

terms inside the 
parenthesis (Always 

use with the OR 
function)
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CFO NOT Accountant | 

CFO –Accountant : 

Will find only a CFO, not an 
Accountant

NOT / -
– used to narrow a 
search to exclude 

certain search terms
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“Management Consultant”

– will find a Management 
Consultant only, not a Manager 
or a Consultant

“”
– Used to search for the 

exact search term
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“Cloud*Architect”

-will find a Cloud Security
Architect AND a Cloud Solutions
Architect

* / Wildcard
– Replaces a missing 

word 
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“Cloud*Architect”

-will find a Cloud Security
Architect AND a Cloud Solutions
Architect

* / Wildcard
– Replaces a missing 

word 
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site:*.co.uk “I am a UX designer” London
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(Java AROUND(5) FNB) 

- will find anyone with the word 
Java within 5 words of FNB

AROUND(X)
– Replaces up to X 
number of words
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site:www.linkedin.com/in 
"store manager" “present 5..7 
years”

- Will find a Store Manager who 
has been in his current role for 
between 5 and 7 years

present
– Not foolproof but 

definitely worth a try
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How to find Female Candidates
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site:linkedin.com/in 
"HR Manager" 
"Cape Town" (she 
OR her)
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How to find candidates based on 
their languages & interests
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site:linkedin.com/in 
"HR Manager" 
"Cape Town" (Swati 
OR Tsonga OR Zulu 
OR Sotho OR 
Xhosa)
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Some new Boolean Search 
Operators…
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• site: Shows results only from that 
website

• And now for some more Boolean 
search tools…

Search 
Operators



@Van_Raath

intitle: Find 
the word in the 
title of the web 
page

intitle:(CV OR vitae OR 
Resume) Java Berlin         
-job -jobs
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intitle example 2: 
To x-ray into a 
specific site and 
to find the title

site:linkedin.com/in 
intitle:developer Java 
Liverpool



@Van_Raath

inanchor: Finds 
the word in the 
body of the 
page’s headline

site:linkedin.com/in 
inanchor:CIMA
London Accountant



@Van_Raath

inurl: Finds the 
word in the 
web address

site:linkedin.com/in 
inurl:engineer Paris
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CV & Resume Searches
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filetype: Will 
show results in 
the requested 
format

filetype:PDF CFO 
(CV OR Resume OR 
Vitae) London -job  
-jobs -vacancy
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filetype: Will 
show results in 
the requested 
format

filetype:PDF CFO 
(CV OR Resume OR 
Vitae) London -job  
-jobs -vacancy
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filetype:(doc OR docx) "Marketing Manager" (cv OR resume OR vitae) 
Dublin -job -jobs -vacancy
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(CV OR Resume OR Vitae) 
(Accountant OR “Financial 
Manager”) “Cape Town”    
-job -jobs –sample
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Also try putting 
intitle: and inurl: in 
front of this search 
string

(inurl:resume OR 
intitle:resume OR 
inurl:vitae OR intitle:vitae
OR inurl:CV OR intitle:CV) 
(Accountant OR “Financial 
Manager”) “New York”        
-job -jobs -sample
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site:docs.google.com (resume OR cv OR vitae OR portfolio) developer Spain
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What about trying to use other 
Search Engines? 
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Connect with 
me on 

LinkedIn -
https://www.linkedin.co

m/in/vanessaraath/

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vanessaraath/
https://www.linkedin.com/in/vanessaraath/
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Sign up for 
some free 
training –

academy.vanessaraath.com 
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van@vanessaraath.com 
www.vanessaraath.com

+27 (0) 78 4600 189
@Van_Raath

https://academy.vanessaraath.com

Thanks for joining 
me!
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