
LINKEDIN X-RAY 
IS DEAD.
NOW WHAT?

Balazs Paroczay
5. March 2024



BALAZS PAROCZAY

➢ Founder of The Source CODΞ Agency

➢ 20 yrs of global sourcing leadership

➢ RPO, corporate, agency background

➢ Built & led one of the biggest sourcing 
centres in Europe (150 sourcers)

➢ Managed the world’s biggest Sourcing 
Hackathon (Cielo, app. 800 players)

➢ 40+ conference keynotes and speaking in 
15+ countries 

Trainer
Speaker
Consultant









16% 
knew the 
answer





7% 
knew the 
answer



DOES IT REALLY HURT?

83%

Mainly 
hard-core 

sourcers and 
leaders



ONCE THERE WAS A WAY…

THE GEEK

DATA PRIVACY WHAT?

NO MONEY, NO PAIN!



BOY YOU'RE GONNA CARRY THAT WEIGHT

SOURCING EVERYONE

SOURCING NEEDS $

GDPR
CYBERSECURITY



LINKEDIN IN THE PAST: A PEOPLE SEARCH ENGINE



LINKEDIN TODAY: A MASSIVE BUSINESS UNIVERSE

…and constantly evolving!



PRODUCTS



POSTS



COURSES



EVENTS



SERVICES



NOW WHAT?



NOW WHAT?

MAXIMISE
YOUR 

LINKEDIN
SUPERPOWER

…and minimise your spend?



LET’S START…



SEARCH 
INTERFACE

BUGGY RESULTS

BASIC BASIC SALES 
NAVIGATOR RECRUITER RECRUITER

YES YES YES NO NO

FREE LINKEDIN 
PREMIUM

SALES 
NAVIGATOR RECRUITER LITE LINKEDIN 

RECRUITER

FILTERS ** **** ***** ***** *****

BOOLEAN “FREE” VERSION “FREE” VERSION “RECRUITER” 
VERSION

“RECRUITER” 
VERSION

“RECRUITER” 
VERSION

INMAILS 0 15 50
30 (CAN BE 

UPGRADED TO 
70)

CUSTOM

PRICE FREE ≈500 EUR ≈1000 EUR ≈1500 EUR ≈5-10K EUR



GOOD (?) OLD BOOLEAN

AND OR NOT

LinkedIn Free keyword1 AND keyword2 (keyword1 OR(keyword2)) NOT keyword

LinkedIn Recruiter keyword1 keyword2 (keyword1 OR keyword2) NOT keyword

Google keyword1 keyword2 keyword1|keyword2 -keyword

Mind spaces and brackets!



LINKEDIN FREE LIMITATIONS



LINKEDIN FREE LIMITATIONS

LIMITED (~NO) ACCESS TO 2ND & 3RD DEGREE CONNECTIONS



LINKEDIN FREE LIMITATIONS

LAST YEAR LINKEDIN INTRODUCED HEAVY 
LIMITATIONS. THE EXACT CRITERIA FOR FREE 
ACCOUNTS ARE AT THE MOMENT NOT DISCLOSED.



LINKEDIN FREE LIMITATIONS

Source: 
https://newslette
r.fullstackrecruite
r.net/p/linkedins-
new-restrictions 

https://newsletter.fullstackrecruiter.net/p/linkedins-new-restrictions
https://newsletter.fullstackrecruiter.net/p/linkedins-new-restrictions
https://newsletter.fullstackrecruiter.net/p/linkedins-new-restrictions
https://newsletter.fullstackrecruiter.net/p/linkedins-new-restrictions


HOW DOES THE SEARCH ALGORITHM WORK?



LEVERAGE THE 
MAXIMUM POWER 
OF LINKEDIN 
SEARCH



DATA ENGINEER

● Data engineer
● Speaks French 
● Ideally a female candidate 
● Lives in the Netherlands



LINKEDIN 
RECRUITER



FILTERS IN RECRUITER

Marked filters can be Boolean



FILTERS IN RECRUITER

Marked filters can be Boolean

Buggy



TITLE SEARCH - LIR 
BOOLEAN ALWAYS MAKES IT MORE THAN DROP DOWNS

+ 9%



JOB FUNCTIONS
DISAPPOINTED BY TITLE SEARCH RESULTS? 
● Advanced Search > Company > Job Functions 

● Algorithm that classifies all present position titles 

into Super Titles that will align with NAICS 

standards soon.

https://www.linkedin.com/help/recruiter/answer/a414428
https://learn.microsoft.com/en-us/linkedin/shared/references/v2/standardized-data/functions
https://www.linkedin.com/help/recruiter/answer/a1425422
https://www.linkedin.com/help/recruiter/answer/a1425422


BOOLEAN IN COMPANY FIELD



SECRET OPERATOR: HEADLINE | SUMMARY

Search only in Headline or Summary sections 

Unpublished & undocumented approaches 

(can and will break) 

Other examples:

summary:gmail + headline:gmail = 78 K

Limited to single word 

No Spaces

Multiple = OR statement 



CUSTOM FILTERS
CUSTOM FILTERS CAN BE USED ANYWHERE; 

SAVED SEARCHES ARE FOR SPECIFIC PROJECTS

Steps for your team members: 

1. Click on a saved search

2. Make the filter universal by removing location and 

any other facets 

3. Click on Custom filters  

4. Click on Save new custom filter 

5. Use a short & meaningful name 



ACCURATELY USING PRONOUNS

FACET & USE RESULTS FIRST PAGE EXAMPLE ACCURACY

  96K Good

  3.9 M Least

  73K Most



LINKEDIN 
FREE/PREMIUM



FILTERS MAKE THE WORLD GO ROUND

EVEN LINKEDIN 
PROFESSIONAL 
OFFERS A HEALTHY 
AMOUNT OF FILTERS 
- MAKE A GOOD USE 
OF THEM!



TITLE SEARCH - FREE/PREMIUM



PROFILE LANGUAGE FILTER
SOMETIMES THE 
LANGUAGE YOU 
ARE AFTER IS 
NOT LISTED HERE



JUST SELECT ONE OF THE LISTED 
LANGUAGES AND IN THE URL 
LOOK FOR THE profileLanguage= 
SNIPPET…

PROFILE LANGUAGE FILTER



…AND CHANGE THE COUNTRY 
CODE TO YOUR OPTION

PROFILE LANGUAGE FILTER



TALKS ABOUT



TALKS ABOUT



INDUSTRY FILTER
DON’T SOLELY 
RELY ON THE 
INDUSTRY FILTER 
BUT GIVE IT A TRY 
TIME TO TIME



FIRST NAME

WE CAN ADD A 
LONG OR STRING TO 
THE FIRST NAME 
FILTER



ACTIVE JOB 
SEEKERS



WHO IS THE REAL JOB SEEKER?



OFTEN ACTIVE JOB SEEKERS HAVE 
A “CURRENT COMPANY” THAT CONTAINS 
THESE JOB SEEKING WORDS

‘COMPANY’ SEARCH



SCHOOL SEARCH



SCHOOL SEARCH - LIR
INFERRED FRENCH SPEAKERS

You have to select specific schools



BOOLEAN IN SCHOOL - PREMIUM 
You can search for school names with free 
LinkedIn - unlike with Recruiter! 



LINKEDIN ALUMNI

EVERY SCHOOL HAS 
AN ALUMNI PAGE. 

IT CAN BE BRILLIANT 
FOR FINDING 
FOREIGNER 
CANDIDATES



LINKEDIN ALUMNI

COMBINE YOUR 
SEARCHES WITH 
OTHER FILTERS AND 
KEYWORDS

E.G. SKILLS OR WHAT 
THEY STUDIED



LINKEDIN ALUMNI

THE START YEAR 
FILTER IS LITTLE 
BUGGY BUT CAN BE IN 
A GOOD USE FOR 
FINDING MORE JUNIOR 
PROFILES



GROUP SEARCH



GROUP SEARCH - LIR ONLY

GROUP MEMBERSHIP CAN RETRIEVE 
KEYWORD-POOR PROFILES



IN A GROUP YOU CAN MESSAGE DIRECTLY



POST SEARCH



POST SEARCH IS A PERFECT FILTER

LINKEDIN WALL 
IS GETTING 
MORE QUALITY 
CONTENT THAN 
FACEBOOK SO 
PEOPLE USE IT



POST SEARCH IS A PERFECT FILTER TAPPING INTO 
NETWORKS IS 
POWERFUL!



USE AGAIN A RANGE 
OF FILTERS WITH 
POSTS SEARCH!

POST SEARCH



www.phantombuster.com 

POST SEARCH SCRAPING

http://www.phantombuster.com


PHANTOMBUSTER RESULT

PHANTOMBUSTER CAN AUTOMATICALLY SCRAPE 
THE LIKERS OF ANY LINKEDIN POST!



EVENTS



LINKEDIN EVENTS



YOU CAN SEND A FREE 
INMAIL TO MOST OF 
THOSE WHO JOIN THE 
SAME EVENT WITH YOU 
- REGARDLESS YOU 
ARE CONNECTED TO 
THEM OR NOT

LINKEDIN EVENTS



NETWORK 
MAPPING



FILTERS MAKE THE WORLD GO ROUND



NETWORK MAPPING

BUILD YOUR 
SEARCH AND FILTER 
TO 1ST LEVEL 
CONNECTIONS

SHARE THE LINK 
(URL) WITH YOUR 
HIRING MANAGER 
AND ASK WHETHER 
THEY SEE ANYONE 
POTENTIAL



Network mappingNETWORK MAPPING

SEARCH WITHIN THE 
NETWORK OF YOUR HIRING 

MANAGER OR COLLEAGUE



X-RAY 



PSST ;-)



BING IS STILL ALIVE (FOR NOW)



SUMMARY



LINKEDIN TODAY: A MASSIVE BUSINESS UNIVERSE

● Think about what you need? 
● Think about the limitations you’ll face
● Your budget 

● Free/Premium access
● Leverage the full scope of LinkedIn



WE ARE HERE TO HELP



ANY QUESTIONS?

LET’S TALK!
Balazs Paroczay
CEO, Founder

balazs@thesourcecode.agency
+36.30.340.0956

www.thesourcecode.agency 

http://www.thesourcecode.agency



